Guilty of being
born a Texan

M Lone Star
native pays price
for his Texas
origins in liberal,

-to-blame
Gaiden State

By JOE MITCHELL

AM a criminal.

My list of crimes includes:

stealing  thousands = of
square miles from another
mation =—  Mexico; ‘the
execution of counticss citizens
— by electric chair and lethal
injection; gouging energy
prices — for electricity sold to
the citizens of the state of
California; and cond a
coup d'etat, forcing a h
authoritarian state  upon
millions of unwilling subjects
— the Florida election debacle
of 2000,

Like other tyrants before
me, I'm reviled far and wide
by those persons who refer to
themselves as “clvilized.”

Yet, unlike other tyrants of
the 20th cemtury — Pol Pot,

Pinochet, Mapa Doc
and Baby Doc Duvalier, Adolf
Hitler and Joscf Stalin— mno
substantial cvidence has been

nst me in either a
court of or the court of
historical record. [ am guilty
by association — gullty by per-
eepiion.

You see, my only crime was
having been born and bved
most of my life in the state of
Texas.

| have now Hved in the Hb-
eral bastion of Morthern Cali-
fornia for more than three
VEears.,

“How long did youa live in
Texas?™ many potential em-

ployvers and friends have
queried with thinly veiled dis-
gust.

“Where's your gun?™ 1 have
heard more than once gsans the
Teast hint of rony.

“You don't souwnd ke
you're from Texas™ is a com-
mon refradn among astonished

electoral
Sr. in 1988, and that energy
market deregulati

on was put

pily exploited it.
I've even had a first date get
up and lcawve the restaurant
my confession of Texas

were embarrassing, Yes, I paid

the check, then [ skulked out

::il“ door as guickly as possi-
e.

Strangely, for all the abuse
heaped on me for the sins of
my home state, I am, and have
always been, a raving liberal. 1
woted for GW., Bush's oppo-
nents both times he sought the
mfﬂm office in Austin. [

I cast my Ffrst vobte in 1984
with one exception, and that

TEXAN:
Thing is,
I'ma '
liberal
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was a Green Party candi-
date. Mo, it was not Mr. Nader
that got that vote. 1 am =0 in-
sanely liberal that 1 have
happy dreams that Bill Clinton
iz King of America.

Seill, in the cyes of too
many liberals, because I am
from Texas I am a gun-toting
redneck full of too many
projudices to nanie.

It's funny how prejudice
keops otherwise “open-
minded” people from recog-
piging one of their own. It is a

ical “Hmousine liberal™
:{rg-:d.u:t that favors well-to-do
members of the Domocratic
Party from the two coasts at

I am so insanely
liberal that I have
happy dreams that
Bill Clinton is King
o Amerfc? Still, n
the e of ftog many
Eber‘gﬁ.s because [
am from Texas I am
a ?uwtou'ng redneck
1 of too many
prejudices to name.

the expense of the mon-uwnion
working class in the nation’s
midsection. The thinking
“If you come from the
heartland or the South, you
are too backward and too lgno-
rant to understand what's best
for the country.™
Most of the folks in the na-
tion"s middle have heard that
declaration loud and clear. It's
why their states came up red
in NMovember 2000 and will
most likely do so n in
2004. If the Democratic Party
dogs not rge  this elitist
mentality from its ranks, it
will never be able 1o make
those red states blue.
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