WISE BICYCLING

Blcyclmg has become viable transportation
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By JOE MITCHELL

About twa weeks ngn, | was
driving on U8 380 between
Bridgaport and Devatur, listan-
ing to National Public Rudio's
“Marketplaen” program.

The discussion wasabout the
Teak Oal" theory develupad by
geophysicist M. King Hubbert
which aseerts that thie world
ail supply reached ite "penk”
production in the 16700 and
that the aurrent supply is rap-
Idly: doplating. The duplation
will aceelirate over time,
resulting in cotastrophic cop-
seduotews for A Eivilizailon
dupendenl upon @ cheap sup:
ply of sbundant fssil fupl

As i Hubbert's predivtions of
0 Mad Max world in ovr immie

Sacraments,  Calif

Tesas cities, Suceampnto huw &
wory afficiond |ight rail sod lus

fiate future wers oot frighten-
ing  enough, the program
segued inbo i phose interview
with Tesan O begend T Boone
Pickens, Pickens stated in oo
uzcertnin tert that the price
of o gallon of gas would riceed
§3 throughoul (he tustry by
the #nd of this yeur. This would
most  likely  mean  prices
Ippronching & per gullon in
Lo# Angelss, New York, San
Francisco, and other cagstal
ttropilitan sress where fisl
taves and morket forces are
e steitgond thivn the rest of
the mation. {The referenced
program i available for diwn-
load {n- both mpd and Real
Audip formats at
htp:/vww.global peh]ieme-
din.comnowsd 32!

Unllie

Still, peaple [ the U8 will
give thiir last panny o korp
driving. Why? Americnne. and
eepicially we Tovone are
tevout [ndividualists, [t is the
tensn the miitenebile to pre-
dominant i our snciety. Ao
transportating alternatives are
gonerally shunned a8 “modes
of last resort” and persons
dependent upon wuch re for
some moisan viewsd as moral
ETHTTS

We hale waiting in lines for
buses und tralns pot 49 much
bectuse we despise the wait-
Ing, a2 moch aswe defest being
dependant upin somesne else
to gwt where ye noed to go. We
like fohop in the cam that we
paid (or pay) for, then drve
aureelives to oor destination,

kT, Ty At 8

wrnlean. [ owsed the syslem (6
gl to work and areuond| Gisvn

wihes 1 lirst ssovenl i dussas
waa initially o fure adventure.
But alter moriths of waiting st
bus wtops and Tight eail weo-
tonh, and sharing my space
with dotw of strengers, [ eoamo

wary il Uhi routine.
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N mmw else is invalved. We get
there and hack when we are
ey, I aur cars, we aomtrol
e epecd wo teavel, the inters
o bemmperature, Ahe mdia, we
CRn evEn sing o ourselves
without being grovted by Jooks
of entitiermtting.

in our ears, it all about s

didly emough, m o drive
for individulism, we become
dependent apon our automs-
biles. A strange symbiosis
devedops: When our caes hreak
dows, we broak down

“How will 1 get whaere [ nesd

to go,” we adk ourssivos. Wa
cring at the thoaght of asking
for rides. or, horcors, waing
mags transil (an extremely
limited alternative in Wise
Comnty while the cer 15 inthe
shop. Your roubine must
change to msteh  semeone
elie's - whether it's wour
spauee, & co:worker, 8 bhus driv.
or ar o neighbor, We feel pow-
orless,  depesdent, wp-
Americin, ind eved worse] un-
Texue,

L sold my tar in the sunimer
of 2001 before | moved to

Gall before ye

Wisk Bicvcue

Beloy too choap o bay a oo
| dosted aff my Schwinn Mésn
Movmntaim ik, thinking, “Cih,

Comilpued an page 10
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U riddy the fve milos to work
mavhe ones o wesk to get o lit-
tle: vxercisn nod o break from
mass tennsit monolon”

Little did T kmow how much
1'd like it 1 felt great when |
got te work. Within two weeka,
T waik o ilizily bieyelo commuter
1 started waking up and get-
ting to work earbier nnd earli-
er. Within six woeeks, [d
dropped more than 20 pounds
mned had thigh museles g2 hard
s Fodks

1 began to noties the éavada

of ather bicyolo commulse,
and noticed my - own develop-
{ng. I'begnn to pity autimokile
drivers, Sure, they get thare an
thisir owr, bul, on a blevels, ¥ou
got thete an vour own power. 11
bocmmas obviows that bivyeling
fur Leansportation is nol aomme
sort of Lol Conet environnen-
tal snob ethow, It &= an EXPTR
wion of rugged individunlism,
an endeavor that i much mors
eowhoy than granola-croncher

In  futuee columns, T
explore hieycling as o wvinhls
tranaportation alternative in

Wiee County. With gos prices E

soaring, what would be a et o Machell  livew  in
biar W for w ploce is rugiedly  Bridgeport and con be reached
individunlintic ae thie one? ol fidipornitehed] i
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